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INTRODUCTION
The European hare is one of the most frequently occurring wild animals in Slovakia. Despite its relatively abundant occurrence, there is a significantly gap of information about its anatomy in the literature.
The unique anatomy of each region of the cervical spinal cord demands a study of this nature. The domesticated rabbit has been widely used as a laboratory animal to test the effects of neuroprotective drugs and to examine the pathophysiology of spinal cord injury and, for this reason, we studied the arterial arrangements of the cervical spinal cord in the rabbit [6] . The arterial supply to the cervical spinal cord has been described in several investigations [1, 3, 10] . Research on the arrangements and variability of the feeding arteries of the spinal cord in several species of laboratory animals [4, 9, 11, 12] and in man [7] are more common. Until now, the arterial arrangements of the cervical spinal cord in the European hare has not yet been described.
The aim of this study was to describe the blood supply of the European hare spinal cord with a focus on the cervi- (Fig. 2) . The frequency of occurrence of individual dorsal radicular branches reaching the spinal cord is shown in Table 2 . The left-sided dorsal radicular branches were present in 66.2 % of the cases, the right-sided ventral radicular branches were present in 33.8 % of the cases.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

This
DISCUSSION
Based on our results, we can conclude that there is a high variability of the blood supply to the cervical part of the spinal cord in the European hare. Until now, the arterial blood supply of the cervical spinal cord in the European hare has not been described. In the study of cervical spinal cord arteries, dogs, rats, pigs and rabbits have often been used. In the dog, the blood supply of the cervical spinal cord have been studied in detail, with variations in the origin of the ventral spinal artery and the frequency of the occur- rence of the spinal arteries described [8] . The blood supply of the rat spinal cord was probably the most profusely documented, but the results were often very different [2, 3, 9, 10, 13] . In the pig, only the variations and the presence of extrasegmental arteries in the spinal cord blood supply have been described [11] . The frequency of the occurrence of the segmental spinal arteries was higher on the left than on the right side; the opposite for the case in dogs [8] . The presence of ventral branches of spinal branches entering the ventral spinal artery in the cervical region was more frequently on the left than on the right side. A similar arrangement was found in the rabbit [6] . We did not find any connections of the dorsal spinal arteries in the area of formation of the basilar artery in our study. On the dorsal surface we found two longitudinal dorsal spinal arteries receiving dorsal branches of spinal arteries or they were absent. A similar situation was described in the rabbit [6] . The presence of dorsal branches of the spinal branches was more frequently on the left than on the right side, like in the rabbit [6] .
